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For that 4s the End of all Men, and the 
" Dong a to bis Hears, xox 
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(HE former part & W contain, 2 
noble Argument to corroborate the Aſſer- 
tion advanc'd in the preceding part of the 
Fete, Ir is better to go to the Houſe of Mourm- 
ing than to go to the Houſe of Feaſting : The 
Reaſon i is, For that is the End of all Men: Then follows a 
the Improvement, And the living will lay it to bis Heart. 
Tis very rational to ſuppoſe; . to ſee a Perſon juft 
approaching to his Cataſtrophe, to ſee his Counte- 
nance diſcompos d, and overſpread with a wan and 
ghaſtly Hue, to behold his Features diſtorted. with 
Convullions, and every part of him ſtruggling and 
labouring under Agonies and Pains ; or to ſee i 
Monument of Mortality, a cold and 'uſeleſs'Carcaf: 
which a little before was animated wich an ittum 
dal adorn'd with all the Accompliſhments of 5 
= 


* * - 


Mo. md. > 
* 
* 


and Noiſe o entertan 
cenie with the Thoughts of Death, and the Prg- 


—_— 


I 


- 


4 N 
2 

- 
n 2 W 8 : 4 


2 Sg *. 1 SN _ N 
6 A Funeral Sermon on the Death © 


— - _=_ — — OO 
dom and Goodneſs ; entirely abandon'd by the Hea- 
venly Gueſt, without Motion, or the leaſt Traces of 
Knowledge or Deſign remaining, carried forth to be 
depoſited in the Grave, where all its Order, Propor- 
tion, Symmetry arid Beauty, will be broken in pieces; 
and the whole Body in a little time will putri 
to Dirt: both which Seaſons may be underſtood by a 
Houſe of Mourning. Lſay *cis very natural and rational 
to conclude, that ſuch a Spectacle of Mortality, ſuch 
a ſolemn Seaſon, hoot groves wich the Living, if 
they have any natural Softneſs remaining, to turn the 
Stream of their Thoughts from earthly towards Divine 
Objects, and to engage them often to retire from the 
this World, in order-to I 


ſped of another World: for th is the End of all Men. 
That we muſt die is a Truth we are under no Obliga- 
tions to demonſtrate ; to. fally Argumetits to prove 
that which almoſt we Day's Experience furniſhes us 
with an inconteſtable Proof of, and when we have fo 
many Harbingers of it in our own Conſtitutions, would 
be to no purpoſe. What Man is be that leveth, and ſhall 
not ſee Death? is the Interrogation of the Royal Pſal- 
miſt, implying a vehement Negati 
Job 30 23. I know that thou wilt bring me #0 Deerh, and 
to the Houſe appointed for all Living, ſays 
Fob, The greateſt Piety will not purchaſe a Delive- 
rance from the Grave, tho' *twill obtain a Deliverance 
from Hell. Thoſe that move in large Orbits, parade 
in a gaudy and ſplendid manner thro' the World, whoſe 
Names are loaded with ſwelling Titles, and lacquer'd 
with the higheſt Encomiums, may depend on it, that 
Death will make an entire Alteration · in their Perſons 
and in the Face of all their Affairs: The Haughtine 
and Grandeur of their Appearances will ſubſide: at a 
Diſſolution, and be humbl'd in the Grave: Death will 
ſet them upon a common Level with the reſt of Man- 
kind, with the meaneſt Peaſant; will difmiſs from 
their Service their numerous and richly clad 8 
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and exchange them for the vileſt and moſt loathſome 


Worms. Neither Power nor Riches, neither Wiſdom, 


Piety, nor the greateſt Uſefulneſs, will deliver any 
one from the Grave. No Man bath Power over the Sph- 
rit, to retain it in the Day of Death, and there it no Di 
"charge in that War, But tho” it be ſo grea 
and of the laſt Importance; yet how few are thers 
that Jay it to heart ! i. e. that often entertain. their Souls 
with the Forethoughts of a Diſſolution, ferioufly con- 
ſider it, and are ſutably affected with it. AI 
The Argument that lies in the Text is this: That 
ſince we are all liable to the Stroke of Death, we 
ſhould often think upon it, and endeavour to get our 
ſelves qualify'd and prepar'd for it. Within the nar- 
row compals of a ſingle Diſcourſe, I ſhall be oblig d 
to wave a great many things that naturally flow from 
the Words: but that I may preſs the ſerious Confide- 
ration of your Mortality to as great advantage as' 2 
Straits of Time will allow, I ſhall attempt the fol 
lowing things. 3 | 


I. Repreſent ſome of the bleſſed Effects and Conſe- 
uences of entertaining our Souls with frequent 
orethoughts of our Diſſolution. 

II. Shew what a juſt Proviſion againſt a Diſſolution 
doth include, or what things are neceſſary in or- 
der to a thorough Preparation for Death. | 

III. That when we have entertain'd our Souls with 
the Forethoughts of our Diſſolution, till 
have produc'd ſuch bleſſed Effects, we ſhall 
little reaſon to dread or regret it. 

IV. Make ſome Deductions from the whole. 


When theſe things are diſpatch'd, they ſhall be fol- 
low'd with a faithful Account of that yaluable Perſon, 
whoſe much lamented Death directed my Thoughts to 
theſe Words; and I ſhall conclude all with ſome Re- 
Hedtions that naturally follow this mournful Pro- 


hate 


: 


1 yidence, q 


as... 


\ 
93 


e 2 Truth, 


1 1. 


. 


1 entertaining our Souls with Tree 
Fore-thaughts of out Dilldtutioh would. cool the 
and Ardovr, and dull the Vigour of our AﬀeRions 
the Proſecutionof the poriſtung Enjoyments, and 
ry Obje&s of this Warld, I. 
.;, Frequent Conſiderations on the Uncertainty of our 
Duration in this World, and the Certainty. of our 
quick Departure out of it, muſt needs, if we are not to 
2 deplorable Degree beſotted, trip all its Enjoy: 
ments of that glittering Varniſh which a cunning trea- 
cherous Devil, and our own deceitful Senſes, 
pur upon them; and would repreſent them to our 
Minds in their genuine and native Vanity. "Tis mo- 
rally impoſſible for Men, after they have made beco- 
ming Reflections on their uncertain, and it may be, 
ſudden Removal hence, to purſue with that Earneft- 
neſs and Sollicitude which they generally do, the Plea- 
ſures, Honours, Profits, and pitiful Nothings of this 
World, which are ſo unſatisfactory, and fo vaſtly diſ- 
proportionate to their refin'd Natures ; and to place 
their Hope and Confidence in Riches, which are ſure 
to periſh; and which are many times the Root and 
Sourſe of all the Troubles and Calamities, Diſorders 
and Diſturbances, which put the World out of courſe 
and which oſt- times render the Poſſeſſors haughty and 
inſolent ; and prompt them to Luxury and Extrava- 
nce, to Senſuality, and all manner of unlawful Plea- 
ures.;,, Frequent Views of Death would unclaſp our 
Souls from all theſe imaginary and tranſitory Delights, 
which too often divert and detain us from the Purſuit 
of ſolid and permanent Goods, ſubſtantial and ever- 
laſting Joys; and would make us more regardleſs of 
earthly Enjoyments, which are incumbred with ſo 
many Turmoils and Vexations, Afflictions and Trou- 
bles ; and would make us reſtleſs in our Attempts to 
Make off from the Wings of our Souls all thoſe things 
that clog their Flights towards Heaven, «+« 
Human Life is liable to Variety of Caſualties : Th 
Xe innumerable Ways whereby Men may be bye 
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in their Expectations of mech which they flat- 
ter themſelves are juſt within the Circle of their Em- 
braces; and, they may be rep in thoſe things, 
in which they place a great part of their preſent Hap- 
pineſs. The Scenes of the World change ſo faſt, and 
the Affairs of it take ſuch fuddain, unèexpected, and 
ſurprizing Turns; that tis a Wonder if Men lire 
long, and meet wich none of its, Croſſes: but tis a 
greater Wonder, that ſublunary Enjoyments, Which 
are intermix d with fo many Diſappointments, and 
follow'd with ſo many fad and diſconſolating Events,” 
ſhould ingroſs their Affections: but ſuppoſe that by 
an indulgent and uncommon Providence, they ſhould ' 
paſs thro this Life ſmoothly and pleafantly; and not 
meet with any thing, that might interrupt che Courſe 
of their Proſperity ; yet the Conſideration that all 
their Enjoyments, as great, and as long-liv'd as they 
are, muſt come to an end, that Death will put a Period 
to them all; muſt needs very much allay the Heat of 
their Deſires for them, and alienate their Affections 
from them, and add new Flame to their Deſires ot 
greater and better things. | * 121 
Were Men duly mindful of the Shortneſs of Liſe, 
and the Certainty of Death, they would nor be ſo ſo- 
licitous about laying Deſigns of amaſſing vaſt Trea- 
ſures ; and ſo prone to extend their Proſpects to a 
great Diſtance; and fo careful to manage their Aims 
with Dexterity, and to proſecute them wich Vigour ; 
much leſs would they, as many of them do, venture 
their Conſciences and Souls to enlarge their Eſtates. 
Could we obtain as great a Share of the things of this 
Life as we can deſire, and could we be certain they 
ſhould laſt and continue with us, as long as we ſhall” 
live, (tho' the flattering Expectations of bringing our 
great Purpoſes to effect, prove many times atfortive) 
yet they could not make us happy: becauſe: we muſt 
ſhortly by Death be remov'd from them; This one 
Conſideration, if rightly improv'd, would dull che Vi- 
gour of our Affections in the Proſecution of the En- 
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10 A Funeral Sermon onthe Death © 
joyments of this World; and would engage us to make - 
to our ſelves Friends of the Mammon of Unrighteoufveſs ; that 
when we fail, they may receive us into everlaſting Habi- 
rations : alſo it . make us ſet ſo high a Value up- 
on the benign and exhilerating Influences of God's re- 
conciled Countenance, as would diſpoſe us ſo prudent - 
ly to manage the leaſt Allotment of worldly Accom- 
modations, as to make our Paſſage thro' this Life eaſy 
and comfortable: and there is good Reaſon for it; for 
there is nothing within the narrow Limits of the 
Creature that affords durable Contentment, whereas 
the exhilerating Influences of God's reconcil'd Coun- 
tenance, will not only make the preſent Life com- 
fortable; but will accompany us into Eternity; and 
the Value of all things riſe in proportion to their Du- 
ration. ä | 


II. The entertaining our Souls with frequent Fore- 
thoughts of a Diſſolution, would ſtimulate us to em- 
brace and improveevery Opportunity for the Advan- 
rage and Intereſt of our never-dying Souls. 

Idleneſs and an extravagant Expence of time upon 
the Vanities and Recreations of Life, how agreeable 
and charming ſoever they may appear to be, is reſo- 
lutely to be avoided; becauſe we can never enter- 
rertain too hideous Thoughts of the horrid Conſe- 
quences of the immoderate Conſumption of ſo valuable 
2 Blefling: Tis ſcarce to be imagin'd how much a 
volatile Temper, a deſultory and unthinking Courſe 
of Life, and an uninterrupted Run of animal brutal 
Pleaſures, debauches the Underſtanding, and unfits 
the Breaft for the brave, the noble and uſeful Ideas 
of things, which che Grace of God, and a juſt Im- 
provement of time might have implanted in it. 

The doing thac which is acceptable to God, and 
available to Pardon and Salvation, and conſequently 
abſolutely neceſſary to a juſt Preparation be 
requires the full Strength and Vigour of the Soul. Tis 
a dangerous Reſolution, and gives a terrible Shock to 
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all rational and ſcriptural, Hopes of futute Happineſs, 
for a Sinnet to delay his Return to his God, and Duty, 
till within 2 Span of the Grave, juſt within ſightof a> 
nother World; to lay the whole Streſs of ſo weigh 
a Concern, as Preparation for Death, upon the mo 
P part of Life: Then Retroſpections on all thoſe 
ortions of time, that have been trifled away, or de- 
voted to the Luſts of the Fleſh, and the Service of 
Satan, will be follow'd with the greateſt Uneaſineſs; 
none of our paſt Days will then bear the Teſt of a Re- 
view; or upon a ſevere Examination afford true and 
laſting Pleaſure ; but thoſe that have been ſpent in the 
Concerns of Religion, and the innocent Improves 
2 of Nature. Every part of Life ſpent without 
erious Thoughts of Religion, without the Grace of 
God, and an Intereſt in the propitiatory Sacrifice of 
Chriſt ; was, and is, but one _continu'd Romance, 
full of talſe Ideas, ungrounded Hopes, and ridiculous 
Proſpects, which have no Exiſtence, but in the Delu« 
fion ofthe Mind: but the ſpending of time in an uns 
warrantable Purſuit of the Pleaſures of the World; 
affords a melancholy Proſpe& ; the Concluſion, will 
be Poverty and Shame, or at leaſt the Remorſes of a 
guilty Conſcience, a comfortlels Death, and a diſmal 
eckoning at the ſolemn Day of Judgment. 2 
An unthinking and irreligious Courſe of Life, ears 
ties with it a plain Intimation, that we ſuffer the 
trifling and depraving Delights of this World, which 
are ſugitive in their Nature, and inconmntenturate to 
the Deſires of Heaven-born Souls, to have the Prefe- 
nceto a Matter of the greateſt Concern, and the 
aſt Importance to us all: Whereas frequent Views of 
eath would: not ſuffer us to negled, and adjourn out 
paration, as an unpleaſant. ching; as that which 
imbitters Life, and diſreliſhes its preſent Comforts, of 
as that which fills our Days with Anguiſh: but would 
animate us wich Reſolution, ſo to model our Behavie 
ours, as that Death may never overtake us unprovi- 
ded, and its ſudden Approaches may never be tur» 
oY B 4 prizing 
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prizing to us. The King of Terrors ſurprizes many 
in the Enjoyment of thoſe things, which prevail'd on 
them, to neglect inconceivably greater 'Emjayments in 
1» » » Reverſfios: Job's ten Children were _ 
Job 1. 18, 19. and drinking in their Brother's Houſe ; an 
a bigh Wind from the Wilderneſs turn d that 

Building into a Grave. Almighty God can cauſe the Sun 10 
| go down at Noon, and darken the Earth in 
Amos 8. 9, 10. the clear Day: He can turn our Feaſts into 
8 Mourning, and all our Songs into Lamen- 

tat ion. We all know that time ſlides away inſenſibly, that 


Death makes ſwift Approaches towards us; but we 


looſe the Advantage that would redound to us by ſuch 
a Knowledge, thro” Inconſideration: frequent, juſt; 
and ſerious Thoughts of theſe things; would ſtimulate 
us whilſt in this State of © Ttial, to exert our utmoſt 
Powers, in order to conquer the World, to vanquiſh 
its Temptations, to overcome 'irs Flatteries, to purge 
and refine our Minds, and to prepare our ſelves for 


the pure and ſubſtantial Enjoyments' that are in the 
C1 - s ; | 


World above. 4 Wr. y 

HI. The entertaining our Souls with frequent Fore: 
thoughts of a Diſſolution would diſrobe ir of its Ter- 
rors, and enable us to abide irs Approaches with a fe- 
ff firm and conſtant Mind. | 
. Ho 


. 
* 


wever timorous Nature may ſtart and boggle at 


firſt, yet by prudent and pious Meditation on it, by a 
familiarizing Practice, not only the Thoughts, but 
the thing it ſelf would become very tolerable: by this 
means the ghaſtly Countenince of Death will be al- 
ter d, and it will preſent it ſelf with ſuch an amiable 


Aſpect, as will fill the Soul at its Approaches with - 


Pleaſure.* Indeed "Conſcience and Religion; many 
times over-ſpread the Faces of the Wicked, upon their 
Dearh-beds, ' with dreadful and deſponding Looks; 
and ſtrike fo much Terror thro' their Breaſts, as ex- 


_ torts from them ſome relenting Expreſſions of their 
black Apprehenſions, and forces them to declare, that 


* 
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they would give, were it within the Verge of cheir 


Power, ten thouſand Worlds for the, Accompliſhmenx . 


of Balaam's Wiſh, that they might die the. Death of | the 8 
Rig hon, that their loft End might be like bis. They 
are then convinc'd that every Day that was paſs d in 
Folly, will bring in a new Accuſation againſt em, 
inflame their Reckoning, and add to their Miſery, 
The near Views of Eternity give Men quite different 
Notions of things, and oblige thoſe, who throughout 
the whole Courle of their. Lives, have been Infidels in 


Practice, to produce the Credentials of Conſcience ; + 


and to become Witneſſes to the Truth of the G0 
Their Infidelity is then turn'd into a Faith, but ſuch 
a Faith, as is accompanied with Reſtleſneſs, Horror, 
and the moſt cutting Deſpair. As this will be the End 
of thoſe, who defie the Authority, affront the Sove- 
reignty, vilify the Honour, and provoke . the Ven- 
geance of God, by violating his Laws, and -peryert- 
ing the Ends of their Creation: ſo on the other 
hand, all things will be eaſy, calm and ſerene in the 
Breaſts of thoſe, who are prepar'd ; whoſe Conſciences 
ives have, as far as this imperfe& State will admit o 

been inoffenſive to God and Man. N 
The entertaining our Souls with the Thoughts of ? 
our Diſſolution, is no ſuch unpleaſant Task, no ſuch ? 
mortifying Exerciſe, as ſome fondly imagine: but cis? 
quite otherwiſe ; it rather ſweetens Life, and recom: ? 
mends its Enjoyments, by exalting us above all Fears? 
and Anxieties of Mind; above the Diſappointments; 2 
and amazing Terrors, which worldly and ſenſual” 
Men feel and labour under: it abates our Loſſes by, ? 
fore-Teeing and preparing for them, and doubles our 2 
Advantages by looking upon them as clear Gains; and ? 
adding a pleaſing ſort of Surprize to the Fruition. It ? 
we did but fix our Eyes and Thoughts. upon Death, 
and often familiarize it to our Souls, and always live 

in Exp:aation of it, its hideous Vizard would quick * 
ly diſappear ; Death would then be the Companion, 


nor 
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ive them this Teſtimony, that the Actions of ho 
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14 A Puncral Sermon on the Death 
4 not only of our black and melancholy Hours, Ml. 
but of our beſt Humour, moſt ſolemn Entertainments 
4 and Delights. W. W 
If Men would not have the Pleaſures of their Lives | 
{mbitter'd by a flaviſhFear of Death, they muſt iti the | 
time of their Health, affect theit Spirits with a deep 
Coticern for their paſt Iniquidies ; and endeavour af. 
er Diſpoſitions of Mind, oppoſite to that of Sin and 
Wickedneſs, it being the only way to ſee the habltu- 
Al Effects of Repetitance, to judge of its Sincerity, 
= Nt hy = Lord and Wenn; 97 Sa 
equently to partake of the Peace, Hope, and Joy © 
12 Man's Death. Tis a noble Say ing dit 
| wiſe Son of Sirach; Whether a Man be 
Eecleſ. 26. 4. rich of poor, if be have a yood Conſcienre 
= fowards the Lord, he ſhall at all times re- 
Joyce with a thearful Countenance. Serious Thoughts of 
Death would contribute mightily to rouſe us out of 
« our LE Inſetifibility, to awaken us out of out 
Sins, to reduce us to our Duty, to quicken our Gra- 
des, and by ſo doing to qualifie and prepare us for 
Divine Favour. Which brings me to the Second Ges 
neral Head, | 
+ 1. The Abolition of all our Iniquities, or che full 
, Remiffion of all our Sins, is included in a thorow 
Preparation for à Diſfolution. 
Buy which, I mean a Freedom from Obnoxiouſneſs 
to eternal Death, an Abſolution from Puniſhment, and 
Jan Inſtalment into the Order of thoſe, who have 4 
Right to eternal Life; which Freedom from the 
Thireatnings annex d to the Law, and from the Gullt 
of Sin, we owe entirely to the Merits and Satisfaction 
of our bleſſed Saviour. Unlefs thoſe Vapours Which 
our Sins have rais'd betwixt God and our Souls, which | 
latercept our Sight, and hinder us from difcerningour 
true Imereft ; and which obſtru& the Shining of God's 
Face and Favour upon us, are enticely diſſipated; we 
can expect no Pardon of Sin, and conſequently no 
Right and Tide to the glorious Inheritance 3 | 
hil 
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Guilt, there will be an Alienation and E ent be, 
twirt God and our Souls; and as long as theſe Obſtru» 
ions remain, there can be no free Intercourſe between 
e Cota a Flory als Gol 
or Rehgion, Communion or Fellowſhip wi 
whilſt here: And ar laſt, the Unreaſonablenefs, Fol- 
ly, Turpitude, and horcid  Baſenels of Sinners Be- 
haviour, will be repreſented to their guilty Sauls with 
ſuch Force and Efficacy, as will ſink them down into 


Whillft we labour under the Preſſure and Weight of 


everlaſting Aſtoniſhment and Confuſion. Whilſt ches 


Quarrel betwixt the Immenſe Deity and our Souls is 
not compounded ; whilit we are in Defiance with, 


and exerciſe Hoſtility againſt our Creator, we can 


have no Peace or Reconciliation, no Security againſt 
the Purſuits of avenging Juſtice ;/ neither can we ra 
tionally expect any Share in the Divine. Favour ; any 
real Happineſs, or that our Deaths ſhould be comfor+ 


table and advantageous. Be not dectivd, God 55 - not 


mocked : for whatſoever a Man ſoweth, that 


3 


Fleſb, ſhall of the Fleſh reap Corraption : but he 
that ſoweth to the Spirit, ſhall of the Spirit reap Life ever 


i 1:five. 


2. Then we may be ſaid to make Proviſion againſt 
the Approaches of a Diſſolution, or to prepare our 
ſelves tor Death, when the fix'd and prevailing Reſo- 
lutions of our Souls, are to be diligent and vigorous in 
the Exerciſe of every Grace, and when we are con- 
fant in our Endeavours to make Advances in every, 
Vercue. 290 | 

If we would be qualify'd for a Diſſolution, we 
ſhould cheriſh the Motions, entertain the Viſits, and 
comply with all the Intimations of the good Spirit of 
God. Grace ſhould be in us a lively and vigorous 
Principle, ſuch as carries a divine and heavenly Fire 
in it, and ſuch as will be always breathing forth it ſelf 
in holy Thoughts, Affections and Deſires. We muſt, 
endeavour to get all the Graces of the holy ae — 

: F p 7 m 
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ſhall he alſo reap. For he that ſoweth to his Gal. 6. 118. 
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fim d in us; and alſo to get our Hearts poſſeſß d 2200 
fuch a filial Fear and Reverenice' of God; and wi 
ſuch a'firm Belief of his Power, Wiſdom, Ommnfpre⸗ 
ſence, Goodneſs, Juſtice, Veracity, and all his other 
glorious Perfections, as will prevail with us always - 
behave our ſelves, às in his Preſence; as thoſe WHO 
are perſwaded that he inſpects all our Ways, records 
all our Tranſactions, and that he will deal wich us in 
the other World according to our Demeanour in this. 
We muſt unfeignedly repent of all our Sins; muſt en. 
deavour to get bur Hopes ſtrengthen'd; and our Love 
muſt be always flaming out towards God; we muſt 
admit into out Breaſts, no Rival in Competition with 
him; He muſt reign ſupreme in our Hearts; and the 
bleſſed Effects of his Government,; muſt appear in our 
Lives; by giving Diligence to improve, and arrive to 
greater Perfection in every Grace :' by adding to 
Faith, Vertue ; and to Vertue, Knowledge; and to 
Knowledge, Temperance ; and to Temperance, Pa- 
tience ; and to Patience, Godlineſs; and to Godli- 
neſs, Brotherly Kindneſs; and to that Charity. We 
ſnould make it our principal Buſineſs, to know, love, 
pleaſe, ſerve and obey God: Should take him for our 
Portion and Treaſure; our only and ſovereign Good; 
and ſhould ſincerely devote our ſelves to his Servic 
and Honour; and reſolutely adhere to him: We ſhould 
by a conſtant and ſtrenuous applying our ſelves to thoſe 
Methods, which he hath preſcrib'd, endeavour to ſe- 
cure the Fruition of him. Unleſs our Obedience is 
Farne; to the utmoſt Latitude of the Divine Com- 


mands, and fully commenſurate to the Limits of Du- 
ty, the Love of God will not be perfected in us; we 
ſhall not be prepar'd for our Departure hence; and 
conſequently ſhall not ſhare in the State of perfect Love 
above: Whoſe keepeth bis Word, in him veri- 

1 ohaz.s. ly is the Love of God perfected, hereby know 

| we, that we are in him. Tis not only ne- 
ceſſary to our being in a prepar'd State for a Diſlodge- 
ment hence, that we refiſt all outward, groſs, lelf- 
* condemning 


[ 


condemning Sins; and oppoſe thoſs that reſidein che 


Soul, ſucb a Unbelief, Pride Malice, Envy, Hy- | 


pocrify, Hatdneſs of- Heart, Hatred of Goth and 


-< 


Goddneſs,\aMighring.'of' our Saviour: but we matt 


ſenfual Affecrions; and regulate all the ſacret and r- 
tir'd Motion of our Souls; muſt approve our Hearts 
unto God q and bring every Thought unto Obedience 


to Jeſs Chiriſt. We muſt endeavour after die Apo- 


ſtle's Character; herein do I exerciſe my ſelf 
to bave always a Conſricure vdid of Offence, - Acts 
teuard God, ani toward Aen. Duties 
of Sobriety, Temperance, and Contentment, which 


demonſtrativ 
Natures, and ſo per fective of them; and the Duties of 


Man Religion alſo injoins us to exerciſe towards Men, 
are ſo apparently reaſonable, and ſo highly edndycive 
to our Happineſs in this World; that theſes Conſidera 
tions abſtracted from the glorious'Recompence that is 
annex'd tothe Obſervation of them; would, if dur cot 
rupt- Paſſions did not ſo miſerably'bectoud our Minds, 
prevail with us to be diligent and vigorous; to make 
the greateſt poſſible Advances in all the foremention d 
Vettues: which are fo ny at PORT, the Happi- 
neſs and Well-being of Mankind in both Worlds. 

If we would be prepar'd for Death, we ſhould be af 


ſiduous in ur Endeavours, to ſuppreſs all debaſing 
Appetites; and to get our Souls ennobled with a 8 
n 


5 A 
hrs 7, which will add ſuch a pleaſing Luſtre to all 
our Actions; as will charm and captivate the Hearts 
of thoſe that have but an imperfect Senſe of the 
Lovelineſs of ſuch Cheiſtian Graces. By this Me- 
thod our Souls will. be raviſh'd with the Love of 
God, manifeſted in the Redemption of the World by 
his only begotten Son. By this Method, aur 


Ornaments of Wiſdom and Prudence, Goodnef: 


will be-ſo far tranſported wich the Spiritual Hopes ot 
YA bo C | ano- 


check alt-fmfut Thoughts; and que noh the Flames of 


ian 
24.16. 
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our Religion injoins us to practice in our ſalves, are ſo 2 
agreeable to the Conſtitution of; our 4 x 
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Juſtice, Righteouſneſs, and Truth, which the. Chri * 
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the Pleaſures of Fleſh and Senſe. Our Ambition and 
Covetouſneſs ſhould be directed to thoſe Objects, 
that are every way deſerving thoſe Paſſions; even to 
thoſe things that are perfectite of human Nature here; 
and will be accompany'd with true and laſting Ho- 
nour hereafter. God, Heaven, Spiritual and Eter- 
nal Concerns, ſhould engage the main of our Af- 
fections: we ſhould mount our Thoughts, Deſires, 
Hopes and Expectations to the ſublime, ſincere, and 
ever. durable Delights that fill the glorious Regions 
above. i eee 23 uy. 7 
. A due Preparation for a Diſſolution, conſiſts. in 
the Deſtruction of all our reigning Corruptions, and 
in the Poſſeſſion of Tempers and Diſpoſitions of 
Mind, in ſome meaſure correſpondent and ſutable to 
thoſe Objects which God hath prepar'd in the World a- 
! bove, to entertain ſincere, faithful, and pious Souls 
with the Contemplation and Fruition of for ever. 
Not only our paſt Sins muſt be blotted out of the 
Records above; but all out ſenſual Luſts muſt be mor- 
tified, all our vicious Paſſions ſubdued, before we can 
be ina Preparation for future Bleſſedneſs: for as long 
as the Powers and Faculties of our Souls are wholly de- 
ptavd, and their Activity chiefly determin'd by a 
corrupt Byas, to the fleeting, periſhing and alloy'd - 
Objects of Senſe, they Il be altogether unable to en- 
tertain themſelves with any Delight or Complacency 
about pure, permanent, and heavenly Objects. Tho 
the Soul is free in the Exerciſe of all its Powers, yet 
it doth not fimply and abſolutely determine it ſelf, and 
its Operations, without any reſpect to thoſe Ideas it 
receives from Senſation: Univerſal Obſervation doth 
ſufficiently aſſure us, that the Impreſſions we 81 
ET - bowl 
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from external Objects, have coofgreat a Power and 
Influence on the Operations of our Minds, ever fince 
Man's unreaſonable Ambition of enlarging the Bonns * 
daries of the Soul to an Extent infinitely exceeding 
its Original Capacity; viz. of being as God, mani- 


back d by that Promiſe, which loft that Div ine Image, 
that was at firſt impreſs d upon the Mind ; and that 
magnetick Verticity of Soul, which did in theprece- 
ding bleſſed State, always determine him towards 
God the Centerof his true Happineſs: beſides, this is 
not the only. diſmal Effect of the firſt Defedtion ; for 
the Soul did not only diveſt it ſelf of that Divine Im. 
preſſion that was ſtamp'd upon it, but is even ſinge, 
by reaſon of the mutual Dependance of the Opęrati- 
ons and Motions of Soul and Body, miſerably. Waid 
by thoſe Impreſſions it receives from external Objects; 
ſo that it generally purſues its innate Deſire oh-Felici-, 
ty, in ways purely agteeable to thoſe Inſtructions it 
receives from Senſation, and blind Imagination; and 
tis with great Difficulty brought to judge of things 4- 
ry other way, than in Subordinationto thole-corrupe, 
nclinations it hath thus acquir'd : now as long as the? 
Soul is thus vitiated, does judge of things according -/ 


feſted by his Compliance with the Devil's Solicitation; + I 4 
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to their Appearances to treacherous Senſes ; and thole- + © 


corrupt Propenſions do prevail in it, it will de abſo- 
lately unqualify d to contemplate the ſpiritual and re- 
fin d Objects above: So, that we muſt get our ind wel- 
ling Corruption mortify d, ſome previous Diſpoſitions 
muſt be wrought in us by the Grace of God; and 
rais'd in ſome meaſure to a Pitch worthy of eternal. 
Felicity, We muſt have Tempers correſpondent to 
heavenly Objects, before we can in the View and 
Contemplation of chem reliſh that Joy, Satisfaction 
and Pleaſure they are fitted to yield. The Reward 
* which the Goſpel promiſes to holy, faithful, and per- 
ſevering Souls is, that they ſhall be admitted into the 
loppy Society of Saints and Angels, into the imme 


diate Preſence of God; and participate of thoſs 
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1 Raptures of Joy, which muſt ee ee 

| the clear and diſtinct Views, and e 
= God's Perfections, and from the Senfe of his rayiſhing 
=. Favour, and from the Contemplation of all the gloris; 
| TC us Objects that are there; and: if this he the Caſe ne- 
ching is more obvious, than that the having Diſpoſi⸗ 
1 tions and Tempers of Mind cofreſpondent, and ſuta - 
ble to the Objects which God hath prepar d above, is 
indiſpenſably neceflaty, to enable Men to entertain 
themſelves with any Pleaſure or Satisfaction in the 
1 Views of them. What Sutableneſs can there be be- 
1 twixt earthly, ſenſual, envious, and ruffld Souls; and 


| WW - the Society of pure, ſotene, and perfect Spirits? Thoſe- 
wy Souls that have been immers'd- in Earth, Fleſn and 
|S Senſe,” can never be agreeable Company to the rein d 


and exalted" Spirits abgye. If turbulent, malicious, 
. and ſenſual Spirits, whoſe whole Buſineſs and Delight 
4 upon Earth, is to engage and inflame Parties, and to 
gratify ſenſual Inclinations, could be admitted into e- 
verlaſting Habitations above:; where there is nothing 
but Mercy, Harmony, Concord and Love; and no- 
thing to regale a brutal Appetite; they could take no 
Pleaſure in them. The Hypocrite in Heaven would 
be quits out of his Sphere of Action: for ſubſtantial 
Truth, and inflam d Devotion are the Repaſt of glo- 
rify*d Spirits above; conſequently the Hypocrite 
would there have no Objects for his malicious Sophi- 
ſttry, for his baſe Artifices, little and deſpicable Sub- 
terfuges, for his barbarous Amplifications, ill- natur d 
Shiftings, and abominable Double dealings to work! 

upon. Repreſent to covetous and proud Perſons | the: 
never-fading Inheritance in the World to come; the 
Glories that ſhall be reveaPd hereaſter, and thoſe ſpi- 
ritual Pleaſures which Eye hath: not ſeen, nor Eat 
heard, and which the Heart of Man cannot conceive; 
and ſee whether they will have inflam'd Deſires after 
them; they would take little Delight in conſtant aſeri- 
A big all Honour and Praiſe to God, an Employment 
which inſtead of accuſtoming 9 have 
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always deſpis d: Tis no more pollible Tor Tuchto C. 
joy the Happineſs of Heaven, than is for a Body re- 
morv'd- at a {malt Diſtance from the; Surface of dhe 
Earth, to ceaſe gravitating towards it, Whilſt the'eſtas {/ 


not aſſert that if God ſhould tranſlate ſuch into the hap⸗. 
Regions; that it would tranſcend his Power, and 
* Grace, to qualif chem for that Seate: but 
whilſt they neglect the i ed Means and ſo re- 
main unfit; there is not, according to the Terms of 
the Goſpel, a more indiſputable Poſſtion than that 
he never will qualifie them. See Epb. f. 5, Rom. f. 13. 
e Mot. 24.51: 1 Cora, o, The Haps 
pineſs the next Life cannot be enjoy d by un- 
holy - and wicked Perſons; Eternal Felicity, and 
anctiſy d Souls are things ſo |. incompatible; 
that till they have ſubdu'd their indwelling Cotrup- 


great. Happineſs of the Beacifick.. Viſion, Saint Fob 
tells us, is to transform us into the Lide 
neſs of God: I ben be ſball appear, aue ſpall 1 Johm z. 
be like him: for we ſhall [ee him al bei N | © 16 
this Image of God, St. Paul tells us con- Eph. 4 2% 
ſiſts in Rig bteonſueſi, and true Holineſs, + : 
It can never} be conceivd, that in that World, 
wherein the Almighty deſigns to make Men compleat- 

ly happy; that their Thoughts and Time ſhall be em- 
ploy'd in mean and pitiful Conterſations, Wick 


4 3 
4 
2 


hilſt in this State: therefore if ever we would be put 
into the Poſſeſſion of ſuch 4 Happineſs; we muſt not 
retain any of thoſe unworthy Paffions, which do fo 
much difturb the Repoſe, and mar the Happineſs ot 
the preſent Life. e eto] 

Nothing will be admitted into the Kingdom of 
Heaven, purely for the fake of any Impreſs or Stamp, 
that ir receiv'd from the Civil, or Ecclefiaftical Au- 
thority, whilſt here. An Abſolution-Paſsport will not 
be ofany Value inthat Worl8; whers all chings wil 
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22 A Funeral Sermon on the Death 
be weigh'd in the Ballance of the Sanctuary. An ho- 
ly Frame and Temper of Soul, an habitually pious, 
and vertuous Life, are what God expects; the only 
things that will be available in his ſight; and that will 
8. iſſue in eternal Bleſſedneſs at laſt: There 
Ifa. 57. 21. 5s no Peace, ſaith my God, to the Wicked, © 


. 
—__— Mu » 1 


III. General. To ſhew that if we have entertain d 
our Souls with the Thoughts of a Diſſolution, till 
they have produc'd the foremention d bleſſed Effects; 

that we ſhall have little Reaſon to dread or regret it. 

This will appear, if we conſider, that Death to 
prepar'd Souls, is not only a Removal out of a nar- 
row - ſpirited, vain, tempting, ſinful and debauchd 
World; but a Paſſage to the Seats of everlaſting Bliſs; 
to a State of pure, unalloy'd, ſubſtantial and ſatisfying 
Pleaſures. *Tis an Eſcape from a World of Tempta- 
tion and Sin, Envy and Malice, Contention and 
Hatred, Detraction and Reproach, Hypocriſy, Trea- 
chery, Ingratitude, Injuſtice, Violence, and the 
baſeſt Villany ; and conſequently tis an Eſcape from a 
State of Sorrow and Trouble, Pain and Anguiſh, 
Croſſes and Diſappointments, Vanity and Vexation; 
and an Inlet to a State where there are no debaſing 
Pleaſures to flatter; no ungovernable Paſſions to ſub- 
due; no powerful Luſts to mortifie ; where there is 

no Sorrow to harras ; no malicious Tongue to ſlander ; 
no Power to hinder from, nor any thing to unfit for 
ſpiritual Exerciſes; nothing to cool the Inhabitants 
Zeal for God; nothing to abate the Fervour of their 
Spirits in the Service of their Redeemer. In that 
glorious World, the Faculties of prepar'd Souls 
will be _ purity'd and enlarg'd; and their Joy, 
Peace, Knowledge, and Love will for ever abound; 

by and cheir Happineſs exceed all, they can now con- 
14 ceive, or hope for: Theſe are things of that Mo- 
[ ment, and infinite Value to thoſe, that have made it 
10 their Buſineſs to prepare themſelves for Death; that a 
| firm Belief, and ſtedfaſt Hope of them, is hardly con- 
ä ſiſtent 
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ſiſtent with Fear, and Lothneſs to die: if this Princi- 

ple was purſu'd thro” all its Conſequences, the Effect 

muſt needs be, to make them in ſome meaſure uneaſ 

to remain at ſo great a Diſtance from their Happt- 

neſs ; and deſirous in Submiſſion to the Divine _ 

to be: freed from all the Embaraſments of this World. 

However the Sophiſtry of Fleſh and Blood, may eſ- 

ſay to impoſe upon the Minds of Men; yet if the; 

have by frequent Meditation, ſo familiariz d Deat 

to their Souls, till it hath produc'd the forementiom d 

bleſſed Conſequences; tis ſome what ſurprizing that 

they ſhould dread that glorious Day, which will 

bring them to the full and inſeparable Enjoyment of 

their dear Saviour, and moſt merciful God; and to 

the Society of Angels, and all thoſe large, generous, 2 

refin'd, and holy Spirits that have got the Start of them. | 
A due Reflection upon the Vanities of human Life, 

in its beſt Condition; with a ſtedfaſt Belief, and a 

lively. Senſe of a future happy World to ſucceed the 

Determination of the ſhort Period of our Days in this 

imperfe& State; is enough to prevail with the Pre- 

par d, not to be overfond of living a long time here; 

and to diſpoſe them very chearfully to receive their 

Diſmiſſion, whenever it ſhall comport with the Di- 

vine Will and Pleaſure to ſend it to them: beſides, as 

thoſe that are prepar'd for Death, will be infinite 

Gainers by it, as it will releaſe them from crazy 

Bodies, and remove them from the Wrath of Man, 

and the Strife of Tongues, and tranſlate them to 

Heaven; ſo the well- grounded Proſpect of ſuch 

unexpreſſible Happineſs will bear them up under all 

the Storms and Hurricanes, Tumults and Diſorders, 

Rage and ny of wicked and hot- headed Men, and 

all the other fatal Effects of their inſtable Tempers, 

and debauch'd Principles, which they may thro' the 

Permiſſion of Divine Providence be exercisd by, du- 

ring their Abode in this World. | | 
Tis reported of the Lapis Lazali, (a Stone which 

comes from the Northern Part of China, and 7 ww, 

an 


£ 
* 
*4 
* 1 
= 
dy > 
Co o = 
" i" FP = 
* . — 
CAPS. | , G4 
£ 


43 N 
. at 

- MY 

- - 

A. 


>a A Fameral Setmon'on th Death © 
and is of a noble Purple, checker d with Specks,; bead- 
Bify'd wich. wall Streals of Gold) thar the Fire will 
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not diminiſk its Luſtre: So the Fire of Perſecution, 
the bitter, infamous, unmannerly; and brutiſly Preat- 
ment of Mortals, and the Diſappointments of the 
World, will not fully the Beauty, nor tarniſt the 
Luſtre of a ſincere Chriſtian; one that moves on uni- 
formly in the bleſſed Paths of Virtus: Such an one 
dedicates his whole Life and Actions to the imme 
diace Service of God; is empty of himſelf, full af the 
nobleſt Deſires to pleaſe him; he places his Thoughts, 

Hopes and Expectations on Heaven; and not on 
Earth; on eternal Felicity, not on temporal Plea- 
ſures; he diſcovers an ingenious Caution in his Con- 
duct, towards his great and perpetual Friend, the 
Majeſty above; is untainted by Luſts, conſequently 
his Comforts are out ofthe Reach of human Violence, 
he himſelf at all times ſecure of an Almighty Reſerve:; 


vhich makes him unſhaken in Dangers, quiet in Ad- 


verſity, and tempers all his ſublunary Contemplacions 
with aninvincible Tranquility of Mind. Fear ſtruck 
Belſhazar at the Feaſt, into a Trembling: but Peace 
with God, and the Joys that flow from it; (which the 
-prepar'd Soul hath at all times) the World can neither 
give, nor take away. All the Grievances of the Righte- 
ous, of thoſe that are prepar'd for a Diſſolution, wow 


commenſurate to their Commoration in this World: 


The Redreſs they'll obtain by Death, will be perfect, 
and as immortal as their Souls: when they are happil 
cranſlated.from this World; they'll be freed from all | 
the Inſults, Reproaches, and tyrannical Meaſures of 
the Wicked: The toaming Incendiary will then have 
no Acceſs to em; the malignant and flaming Bigot 
will have no Opportunity to diſplay his Malice, and 
the bitter Perſecutor will have no Force, Power, or Au- 
thority over them; neither will the Devil, nor any of his 
ſavage and bluſtering Tools, be able to abridge them in 
their heavenly Rights; thoꝰ upon Earth they often in- 
vade their civil ones: for they will be for ever united 
. to 
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to their Redeemer in Love, Intereſt. Will, and the 
higheſt Delight; Their Glory will then be the Ob- 
je& of their Enemy's: Shame, and Envy. In Hegs 
yen there will be no contrary. Humours, or divide 
Intereſt to abate their Happinels: All their Su 
ings, and Fears whilſt here, will in that glarigqus 
State be ſuperſeded by the trueſt Pleaſures: They 
will enjoy an endleſs Day without any _ 
gloomy Intervals: For there the Wicked Job 3. 17. 
ceaſe from troubling : Aud there the weary be _ 
at reſt. 

I proceed in the Fourth Place to draw a few Infe- 
rences. | | 

1. From what hath been ſaid, we may Infer, that 
we have abundant Reaſon to unarm, and triumph o- 
ver Death; by engaging all the Powers and Facul- 
ties of our Souls againſt Sin, our execrable Enemy 
which hath poiſon'd and enyenom'd our Nature and 
is the ſole efficient Cauſe of our Mortality; and will, 
if perſever d in, be the procuring Cauſe of our everla- - 
ſting Miſery. | 

Sin which is the going beyond the bounds of Du- 
ty, and the Laws of Nature, is a loathſome, and a 
bominable thing in the ſight of God; his ſpotleſs 
Nature is utterly irreconcilable to it; and would b 
to Sinners, could he not cleanſe, and purifie chem: 
Tis the only thing that can prejudice us; we cannot 
reckon up all the Miſchiefs it gives birth to; ynleſs 
we could enumerate all the Species, and Degrees © 
Miſery incident to this State of Mortality; an 
which ſhall be indur d by unpardon'd Sinners to Eter- 
nity. If Sin had neyer appear d in the World, ws 
ſhould have enjoy'd healthy, ſound, and vigor 
Conſtitutions ; we ſhould have been the Objects of 
God's peculiar, and diſtinguiſhing Favour; and con- 
ſequently Eaſe, Peace, and Safety, uninterrupted 
Tranquility, pure Delights, and raviſhing Pleaſures, - 
- would have been parallel with the Line of our Lives; 
We ſhould have ſpent our 3 Time hece, in 

Rap- 


Raptures of Love and Joy; and then the whole Many 
Soul and Body, would have been tranſlated to the re- 
ſerv'd Apartments of Glory: Thus, and inconceiva- 
bly better, would the Stare of Mankind have been 
if they had maintain'd their Integrity, and — 
their Innocence. Tis Sin that hath murder'd the 
whole World, by introducing Death as the curſed 
Effect of it; God did not make Death, he created 
. Man in a happy, and immortal State; By 
Rom. 5. 12. one Man Sin entred into the World, and 

. Death by Sin: And ſo Death paſs'd upon all | 
Aen. Now the moſt exalted Piety, cannot prevent 
the diſunion of Soul and Body; tho* it may prolong 
Life: Whilſt Sin oft-times abridges it; and that, in | 
the flower of Age. Can I ſay any thing more, to 
make Sin appear odions to you? *Tis that which | 
brought your Saviour to the Croſs: *Tis that which | 
puts a period to the Lives of your deareſt Relations, 
and Friends: Tis that which makes you liable to fo 
many Miſeries in this World: And tis that which, 
if perſever d in, will cut you off from all the Calls, 
Invitations, Means, Helps, and Offers of Grace; and 
will ſend you to a place of Everlaſting Horror. NW 
what abundant Reaſon have we to bend all the Pow- | 
ers of our Souls againſt Sin; which hath ſo miſera- 
bly ſunk, and debas'd our Natures ; which is the 
Cauſe of all che Calamities we groan under here; 
and which expoſes us to vaſtly greater, and innume- 
rably more in another World. "Theſe Confiderations 
ſhould excite our Hatred, and Indignation againſt 
Sin; and provoke us to take a Holy Revenge upon 
it; and to be more vigorous in mortifying our Luſts 
and Coi.uptions : For the ſooner we quit the Follies 
of Lite, and honour our Days with Religion, with 
a juſt Confideration of the worth of our Sonls; the 
oftner we think upon Death, and prepare for ano- 
ther World; the ſooner ſhall we be freed from the 
Power of Sin, the Vaſſalage of the Devil, and the 
Fear of Hell. 1 13H 

a> 2. We 
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- 4. We may Infer, that they are guilty of mon. 
ſtrous Folly and Sottiſhneſs, who are always induſtri- 
w-_ Zealous to wave the Thoughts of their Diſſo. 


- Certainly, if Death which fixes all in an unchange- 
able State, is one of the eſtabliſh'd Laws of Nature; 
then they who are big with mighty Projects and De- 
ſigns ; and always enlarging their Proſpects, extend» 
ing their Deſires, and entertaining their Souls with 
pleaſing Hopes of amaſſiug vaft Treaſures ; or ſpend» 
ing their Juvenile, and moſt valuable Hours in bru- 
tal Gratifications, and Crimes of the moſt complica-/ 
ted, and extenſive Nature; when at the ſame time, 
they are utter Strangers to an active Faith, à lively 
Hope, a ſprightly and vigorous Love to Chriſt; ir- 
recoverably averſe to a diffuſive Charity; hilſt 
oy negle& all Preparation for another World; and 
ſuffer their immortal Souls like deſpicable and fore 
lorn things to be abandon'd by them; are guilty of 
the greateſt Stupidity. The-Pleaſures of the Wicked 
bear no Proportion to the Puniſhments that are re- 
ferv'd for them beyond the Grave; it they perſevere 
in their Diſobedience, and die Impenitent: There- 
fore to barter their Souls for trifling and periſhing En- 
joyments in this World; and for unſpeakable, and 
everlaſting Miſery in Hell; is madneſs not to be e- 
quall'd. | ; 
When Men whom God hath form'd for the Enzoy+ 
ment of himſelf; and the Capacities of whoſe Souls 
he hath - accordingly proportion'd to the immenſe 
Good of his own Nature, 'ſhall, neglect to make a 
reful Proviſion for another World; and to ſeek out 
r ſome things more laſting and ſatisfying ; a better, 
and a more enduring Subſtance; even that Inheri- 
tance which is incorruptible, undefil'd, and that fa- 
deth not away, -reſerv'd in Heaven; we may juſtiy 
conclude, that they walk all their Lives in 2 vain 
Shew, and then lie down in Sorrow; that they have 
f - D 2. Vanuy 
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Vanity for their Portion here, and Eternal Miſery 


ter. You know, you have here no going Ci- 
ty; and that you are liable in the midſt of your 
Strength, in the flower of your Age, without the. 
leaſt "_ by 2 to be en w_ * 
Therefore to pre Drought , and Scorpions of t 

NMilderneſs, before the Land of Promiſe; to procraſtinate 


your Repentance; to leave the moſt grand and mo- 


mentous Concernment, to the hazards and uncer- 


tainties of Life, is the greateſt Folly. How ſhould ? 


the Thought that we are Pilgrims and Strangers in this 
World; that we have Souls; that will live and act, 
be happy or miſerable in a future State, abate our 
Eſteem and Value for the intoxicating, and deſtru- 
ctive Pleaſures of this Life; and prevail with us to 
ſeek: after thoſe Pleaſures that will ſurvive our Bo- 
dies, and be a ſource of everlaſting Joys, 
The only ſpace and time that is allotted us, to E. 
vide for Eternal Bleſſedneſs; is the preſent ſhort 
Life: We ſhall never have another probationary 
State vouchſaf d us. After our Exits we ſhall not re- 
turn again to rectiſie our Miſcarriages: But if we 
live without a ſerious Concern for future Happineſs; 
if we put off our Repentance, live in Sin and Diſo- 
bedlence, we ſhall for ever live miſerably ; ſhall ne- 
ver have another opportunity to amend our paſt Er- 
rors. He that goeth down to the Grave, ſhall come up 
| no more; he ſhall return no more to bit 
Job 7. 9, to. Houſe: Neither ſhall his Place know him any 
; more, Tis 2 loſs that can never be re- 
ir d; when a ſinful Wretch is hurcy'd from the 
Lage of this World, in the heat of his Rebellion; 
without Inclination, or Time to ſue for Pardon and 
Reconciliation : How melancholy is it, for a 
to go out of this World, and enter an Eternal one; 
deſpifitig the Eternal Laws of God, oppoting the ſu- 
preme Will of the Soveraign of the World, dar 
Divine Juſtice, affronting the greateſt — 
Lang- ſuffe ring. contemning unparallel'd ow an 
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Goodneſs; and in ſpight of the ſtrongeſt: Obligati- 
ons, from Duty and Gratitude, d piling all the 
Warnings, Promiſes, and 'Threatni the Go- 
ſpel; to go from the wild Roarings of a Debauch; 
or from the Perpetration of any Crime, to a State, 
where there is nothing but weeping, wailing and gnaſh» 
ing of Teeth! How many this Minute lie gaſping up- 
on the confines of the Grave, ready to breath forth 
their Laſt ; what monſtrous Folly then ate they guil- 
= ty of, who wave the Thoughts of Death, and neg- 
ect all Preparation for it! The adjourning our Pre- 
ion will make it the more difficult, if not impoſ- 
üble; it will furniſh Satan with a great Advantage 
to prevail with you, to run the diſmal Risk of dying 
before you are prepar'd for a better State: Then dil- 
mal, inexpreſſibly diſmal will your Caſe be: For if 
our Saviour, by one Look upon St, Peter, after his de» 
nial of him, ruff'd his Breaſt to that Degree; as to 


cauſe a flood of Tears to run from his Eyes; what + 


ſhuddring Horror, and inexpreſſible Confuſion, will 
his appearance in all the Solemnity of a publick 
IJadge, at the laſt tremendous Day, ſtrike thoſe into, 
whoſe whole Life hath been one continu'd denial of 


z. The Wiſdom and Politicks of thoſe Perſons, 
whoſe principal Buſineſs it is, to make ſure Proviſion 
againſt their Diſſolution, highly merits to be copy d 
by us. | 
Preparation for the Day of Death, is the great 
and important Task that is incumbent on all Mor- 
tals: For tis that which gives the finiſhing Stroke; 
and fixes the Character upon all the endleſs Revolu- 
tions of Ages which conſtitute Eternity: Tis the Eſ- 
ſay, that diſtinguiſhes our Alloy, and true Standard; 
and tis upon the good Iſſue of this Day, that our E- 
rerlaſting Happinefs, or Eternal Milery depends. 
To have learn d how to die, is a moſt excellent At- 
n eee neee 
4 ; | | which 
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which all its Rules and Labours concenter: And he 
who amongſt the reſt of his Qualifications is not pre- 
par d for Death, the Univerſal Menſtruum, that will 
diſſolve the Band by which Soul and Body are uni- 
ted; hath thrown away all his Time and Pains to no 
manner of Purpoſe. That Alan can never live well, 
who knows not how to die well; and he hath liv'd to very 
good Purpoſe, who makes a happy End ; ſays Seneca. 
Where Death awaits us is very uncertain ; we cannot 


command one Minute beyond the Preſent; every re- 


- covery from a Sickneſs, every eſcape out of a Diſtem- 
per, is but an Adjournment of Death, a ſhort” re- 
prieve from the Grave: Therefore we ſhould expect 
to meet it every where: Our chief Care ſhould be 


that ic might find us always in a readineſs. Tis che 
higheſt Indication of Wiſdom, to iinprove the pre- Wl 


ſent Time to the beſt Purpoſe: For this is the only 
Time that we can be afſur'd of to repent in, to regain} 
the Government of our Paſſions, to ſhew our hatred 
to Sin, to pay our devoirs to God, to improve in 


Knowledge, to adorn our Intellects, to exerciſe Di- 
vine Graces, and to prepare for a bleſſed Immortali: W 


ty; which are the moſt neceſſary and valuable Things 
in the World. Thoſe that are ſatisfy d with Riches, | 
Honours, or Pleaſures; will at the. final Iſſue of | 
Things, be ſenſible, that they were guilty of - the 
greateſt Folly ; that they diſcover'd the greateſt ha- 
_ to themſelves, and deſpis'd the greateſt Happi- | 
nen. — T:: > + 8 
The tremblings and quiverings of the Limbs, the 

ns and throbs of the Heart, the ſtruglings and 
convulſions of dying People, may- create a natural 
Commiſeration; may beget a tranſient Paſſion, in 
thoſe who do behold and hear them; but theſso | 
Things alone will not furniſh us with a full and com- 


prehenſive Notion of what it is to die; But ſince, as 


has been obſer yd, our Souls muſt paſs to an Eternal 
State of Happineſs or Miſery upon their departure 
from our Bodies; we ſhould be garneſt and diligent 
ip 
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nate their Lives by his Word. 
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we have ſo much Reaſon to redeem them; when we 


Deeds; then every Day that was religioully ſpent 


| h 9 
in ſeeking Grace and Holineſs; and ſhould make it 


our conſtant Buſineſs to adorn, ſecure, and 
dur Souls. If Mankind diſcover'd no more Prudence; 
Sagacity and Foreſight, in the Management of their - 
temporal Affairs, than they do in the Management of 
their ſpiritual and eternal Concerns ; they might juſt- 
ly be rank d in the Claſſis of Lunaticks, deem d eve» 
ry way fit for the Apartments of Mad · men: but 
now the Argument, on the ſide of Religion, which 
alone affords unalloy'd Satisfaction, and durable 
Pleaſure, is infinitely ſtronger; for to take pains 
for a periſhing Body; and to be unconcern'd for the 
Welfare of a never dying Soul, is the greateſt Contra- 
diction to the Rules of Wiſdom and Diſcretion. What 
Man is there that inherits common Senſe, that will ſo 
far engage himſelf in the Proſecution of thoſe things, 
that are unſutable, unſatisfactory, and fleeting ; and 
be regardleſs of thoſe things, that happy Souls muſt 
live upon for ever: if we provide not at preſent; for 
the future Felicity of our Souls, we treaſure up their 
Miſery and Unhappineſs. How ſad and diſmal is the 
State of a departed Soul deſtitute of Grace, a Stran- 
ger, and an Enemy to the holy God ; and without a- 
ny ſaving Intereſt in the bleſſed Jeſus ; without any 
juſt Title to thoſe Enjoyments in the future World; 
which God hath graciouſly promis'd to thoſe good 
and pious Souls, who make it their Buſineſs to regu- 


Death and Judgment, Heaven and Hell, deſerve 
our moſt ſerious Thoughts: ſhall we then be ſuch [_ 
Fools, as idly to expend our precious Hours; when 


have ſuch vaſt Concerns upon our Hands: to work up 
our Apoſtate Natures into a due Frame and Temper ; 
will not be effected by a few languid Deſires, or in- 
operative Reſolutions. At the great Day of Retribu- 
tion, when Men ſhall be rewarded according to their 


in this World, will turn to their Advantage, 


and 
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and help to increaſe their Happineſs. You will) bg 
1 by an early Dedicatian of your 
ſelves, Powers and Faculties to God: what you want 
in Froth and Vanity, in ſenſual Mirth and Jolly 
will be made up in Peace, unmix'd Satisfaction, 
heavenly Joys, Preparation ſor Death, will | ovar» 
come all the Enemies chat = united agaiaſt you; will 
enable you to paſs from this Priſon as triumphant Cone 
querors: therefore don't you by your Practices dar 
monſtrate that your Principles eo- incide with the ex- 
travagant Hypotheſis of ſome ſhort - ſighead Mortals 
amongſt us; ho chafe themſelves into fo unreaſon- 
able,. and unſcriptural a Belief ; that God has ſuch 'a 
Valuegder their Perſons; that without Remorſe for 
cheir $105, will caſt a Veil oyer all their Eccentrical, ' 
and Irregular Actions: but live under the conſtant 
Influence of an inviſible World: let your Thoughts he 
much employ'd about that State, wherein your con- 
ſummace Happineſs lies. Let not one Day, which 
may be your laſt, paſs over your Heads without ſeri- 
ous Thoughts of the Almighty ; and a due Perfor- 
mance of that religious Homage you owe him. Think 
often upon that Account you muſt give after Death. 
Love _ _ 3 roms him bgter = endeayour in __ 
r Life to in his Sight. / batſo- 
| 2 ever thy Hand findeth to do, do it with thy 
Eccleſ. 9. 10. Might : for there is no Work, nor Device, nor 
Knowledge, nor Wiſdom in the Grave, whe» 


ther thou goeft. | | 
| I ſhallnow proceed to that part, which you, by 
this time, I preſume, wich the greateſt Impatience | 
expect: To give a Character of the Deceas'd, Some 
few of you were perhaps Strangers to her Worth; 
and the greateſt part of you who were not, had ſo juſt 
an Eſteem of her, that it will not be unentertaining 
to you, if I endeavour to refreſh your Memoriess 
by a brief Delineation of ſome of thoſe good Quali- 
ties you obſery'd, and admir'd in her, whilſt living, 
before I attempt the Draught, in which you nig | 
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e 1 will offer 

o eis much co be feat d, chat ſome upon Funes 

ſions in the Pulpit, where there ought to be 

the mal _ n'F e . to Truth; have at the dear 
3 n of | Religion, » and their 

own bed ey, non 'd the Dead; 


with no other view but that of —.— 1. 75 Court to 


the Living: e ee. of my own Heart, 
there is nothing more foreign to my Tempet, nor re- 


ent Deſign. 
| N ſink the Author 1 wt the Re: 
oma, that are made of eminent departed Per- 

fone; and to ſupport themſelves i in their own vicious 

Practices; Gor che Bri e 

Righteous makes the Crime of the Wicked Ae 

placker) that endeavour to perſwade ene tves, an 

others, that all is che Effect of Eccleſiaſtical 


ever great Diſadvantages the Chriſtian Rel 
this atheiſtical, W Soonegny and unt ing 
Y appear to the ot Men: yet th fd 
oy — 2 an immovable Baſis; upon. ſo 4 
nal, 5 8 Coker Far not to 2 any fl 
om Panegyricks upon. the mu - 
craft, Lying, and Falſhood, to ſupport its Cauſe. 
Lon fore  fenſible, I was. under no Obligation to 
make this Apology to thoſe of you, who had the Hap- 
pineſs to be intimately acquainted with her: who 


on. From the ſtricteſt Obſervations that I could 
make my ſelf, and from the unſuſpected Authority of 
— +5 Acont and all thoſe who knew hers 1 — 4 
e ths Bend A yo dan 
ing beyond che ffricteſt Rules of Truth, if I tl _— 
at no. Tongue, tho under the Management and 
Direction of the brighteſt Fancy, and the — ublle 
nated Genius, could * atov: her 1 


= 7 4 


: 
- 


a faint ; Reſemblance. of hs . 


and the Product: of Prieſtcrafe:. bur Alas! under wy f 


muſt readily join with me in this Acknowled 
that her Works rais d her far above my —— * 
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— would have out-ſhin'd her. 


Thoſe of het Sex that mov d in larger Spheres, were in 
à greater Capacity to diſplay their Eleelſenstest bt 


it a Compariſon could have been made between them, 


would have been found to equal her; none t 
„n 1 , 

Tam ſuch an Enemy to Flattery,thatT ſhould not ſay 
any thing of her Character; had not her Vertue been 


ſo conſpicuous, her Piety ſo remarkable, and Life'ſo 
truly primitive, that I can't paſs them over in ſilence, | 


without fuſing a juſt Tribute to her Memory, with- 
out an Injury to the Living, who do not every ov 
meet with a Pattern ſo every, way deſetving their L. 
mitation: and herein I Hate the Authority of the 


rear Apoſtle ; who was far Höm giving flattering Ti- 
Bl 4 tles to oy þ yet Nys, Do A which ts good, 4 


Rom. 1.3. and tho ſhalt have Praiſe of the ſame.” | 
Can't pretend within the Limits of this 
Diſcotrſe, to give a full and diſtinct Account of all 


her es and Vertues, that had ſuch a benign Aſpe&t; 8 


and charming Appearance; as at once to challe 
the Veneration, and command the Affection, and Re- 


ſpect of her Relations, and Friends: I can only glance 


at fome of them. What ſhe was in her Breaſt with 


relation to God, was known only to her ſelf, and to 


him, whoſe ſole Prerogative it is to inſpect the ſecret 
Receſſes, and inviſible Apartments of the Soul; yet 
if the whole Courſe of her Life, in which there ſcares 
ever appear'd any thing contrary to the gracious De- 
figns, and noble Ends of the Chriftian Inſtitution, and 
the eternal Law of Nature, may be allow'd to ſpeak 
for her, then I may be bold to fa | 

She had great and high-rais'd Thoughts of God, 2 
juſt and ſerious Senſe of Religion, and throughly un- 
derſtood its great and gracious Deſigns; and was fully 
convinc'd of the infinite Obligations we are under, to 


the partes Goodneſs and Clemency of God, for ma- 


king io the Covenant of Grace ſuch ample Ptoviſiort 
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for the Happineſs of Mankind; and forexhibiting to 
| he World ſuch admirable Rules for Practice 

She liv'dlunder the continual Awe and Dread bf 
he Divine Majeſty. She made the higheſt Degree of 
Happineſs and Glory her ſupreme End; and was un- 
earied in her Endeavours to perform the Duties ne- 
eſſary to obtain it. She was a vigorous Purſuer of 
Holineſs throughout the whole Series of her Days. 
Mer Love to the Lord Jeſus-Chrift was unfeign d and 
Sincere, founded upon the higheſt Eſteem of him; 
Ihe was induſtriouſly careful in every thing, to 
opy after the bright Model he hath given the World, 
hat ſhe might not be an Enemy to her Saviour, whaſe 
Merits ſne Was ſenſible ſhe muſt plead and relie upon; 
ever ſhe would be happy. A. lively and affecting 

Wenſe of the Divine Perfections, and great Reverence \ 
dr them, appear d in every thing ſhe ſaid or did. She 
hot only made Religion her Buſineſs; but endeavour'd 
to make it amiable to others: and Allowances: being 
made for the inſuperable Frailties and Infirmities of 
Human Nature; I firmly believe, no one could be 
Wnore conſcientiouſly careful, to avoid all known Evil, 

ind to dot all known good. 6: 5} 3 MO 1221-465, 
She had ſuch a juſt Idea of the Worth and Excellan- 
cy. of her Soul; and ſuch a juſt Value for a ſpititual 
Life, right Taſt and Apprehenſion of ſpiritual Pleas 
ſures; that ſhe was always diſpos'd with the greateſt 
Ardour, to perform all thoſe Duties that were accep+ 
table to her heavenly Father; and neceſſary to intitle 
herto his Favour, Influence, and Bleſſing. The Lord's 
Day was her Delight; ſhe was a ſtrict Obſerver of it, her 
Soul on it ſeem'd to be ſwallow'd up in the Madita - 
tion and Contemplation of fortcualchings3 She was 
throughly acquainted with the Nature of the great 
Work of the Day; was never known, afrerThe came 
to Veats of Difcretion, careleſly to diſckargeit: "She 
conſider d the Greatneſs and Excellency of the Ohject 
of Religious Worſhip ; and was fully convined that 
the Cate of her own Salvation did require the greateſt 
* E 2 Earneſt, 
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FPearneſtneſs and Zeal. When ſhe was in the Church, 
a humble, ſerious, devout, and heavenly Air always 
ſate on her Face: She took the greateſt Delight and | 
Satisfaction in hearing the Word of God, manifeſted | 
the moſt ardent Deſire to obey his Laws, to pleaſe | 
him, and to ſubmit to his Will. | | 
She had lay d up in her Heart a great Treaſure of 
the moſt valuable Knowledge; was admirably well 
acquainted with the ſacred Scrjptures, in reading them 
and meditating on them, ſhe would often enlarge, re- 
freſh, and ſolace her Soul: for as ſhe was fully con» 
vinc'd that her State and Condition muſt be try'd by 
the unerring Standard in them contain d; ſo was ſhe | 
alſo ſenſible, that in order to make a juſt and adequate 
Judgment of her ſelf, a right Underſtanding of them # 
was .abſolutely neceſſary : She always kept Reaſon i 
within its proper Boundary; was more intent to ex- 
amine the Credibility of the Teſtimony, than to 
uarrelwith the Revelation. She came up the neareſt | 
of any one that ever I knew of her Age, to the Tem- 
per and Practice of the Royal P/almiſt ; when he ſays, ® 
Oh how I love thy Law; it is my Meditation all the Day ; 
ſhe not only made it the Subject of her frequent. and 
affectionate Conſideration ; but alſo the Rule of her 
Practice: for the Actions of her Life were but as ſa 
many Comments upon it. She alſo apply'd her ſelf } 
with the greateſt Earneſtneſs, and to very good Pur. | 
poſe, to the reading many practical Treatiſes of Dj- 
vinity. 
| enfible was ſhe of the numberleſs and moſt pow- 
erful Obligations ſhe lay under, of implocing the Aſ- 
ſiſtance, and acknowledging the Goodneſs of God to- 
wards her ; and ſhe had ſych a juſt Awe, and lively 
Senſe of his Majeſty upon her Mind; ſuch a modeſt, 
and humble Senſe of the infinite Diſtance there was 
between God and the Creature; and of her entire Re- 
| Hance and Dependance on him; as made her ardent in 
her Deſizes, affectionate in her Praiſes, ſolid, regular, 


conſtant and uniform, at her Devotions, To you her 
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Relations, I appeal, as Vouchers, for her extraordi- 
nary Devotion, and great Fiety in the Cloſet: You 
cannot but remember with Pleaſure, how careful ſhe 
was, never to ruſh into g. Family, or the more publick 
Worſhip of God in the Church, without the Preface 
of ſecret Preparation. The great Seriouſneſs that was 
viſible in her Countenance, before ſhe made her hum · 
ble Approaches to Godin Prayer; the Attention, 
Care and Diligence, ſne diſcorer d at the P 
were obſerv d by many, with abyndange of Satisſacti- 
on; and look'd upon as a ſubſtantial Proof of the great, 
even, and pious Fervour of her Soul. 
Whilſt Education, Caprice, Humour, Intereſt, 
Bigottry, Fondneſs for a Party, make up the Religion 
of too many ; ſhe took her Meaſures without Reſerve 
from the Word of God, and the Principles of Reaſon 
and Conſcience. Her Profeſſion and Practice did 
harmonize, without Enthuſiaſm, Gloſſing Hypocri- 
ſy, Phariſaick Oſtencation, or any of the diſa 
ppearances of Affectation, Stiffneſs, . 


aint. 

The Pleaſures of Religion, and a good Conſci- 
ence, were what ſhe chiefly aſpir'd after. What an 
illuſtrious Example did ſheet us? of a holy Contem 
generous and religious Diſdain, of intrieguing Ambi. 
tion, impertinent Diverſions, vain and evanid Pleaſures, 
and all the Pageantry of this World, From a juſt Con- 


ſideration of the fluctuating State of preſent things, 


ſhe had wiſely learnt to prize chat Diſcourſe moſt, 
which had any Aptitude to raiſe her * high- 
er towards Heaven; to take them more fully off the 
Objects of Senſe ; or that had any Tendency to in- 
flame her Love, to ſtrengthen her Faith, and enliven 
her Deſires after the beſt of Beings ; ar that was in any 

ſure calgulated to * and increaſe her 
Knowledge, Joy and Delight in her God and Saviz 
for this ſpirityal and noble part of Converſation, 


= : * 


gard, God had bleſt her with ſuch 2 ſerious 
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commpos'd Frame and Temper of Spirit, that her Pre- 
ſence was a Check to moſt. Her Converſation was 
exactly religious, ſearce ever tarniſnd with an EY. 
pteſſion, that could raiſe in the Breaſt of any one a 
mean Idea of her. If at any time ſhe was ſo unhhppy, 
as to be oblig'd to afford her Preſencein che Compa 
of Perſons, o ſe Converſation was trifling and pauk- » 
try; ſhe Would never ſay any thing to fill up the Hit 
terſtitia of the Diſcourſe: but dy the- Air that oven 
ſpread her Faee, you might eaſily read the Uneaſineſs 
of her Breaſt, and the great Strugling that was chere; 
between Civility and Duty, a Lothnefs' to ſay. r an⁰ 
ching that might diſconcert or diſoblige, and with- 
al a noble Reſentmene againſt Sin; which ſhe would 
expreſs in a very modeſt and moving manner. If ne 
was in the Company of Perſons infected with an in- 
ſupportable Iteh of Talking; in order to ſtop thei᷑ in- 
temperate, raſh, and unadvis'd Diſcourſe, the would 
wich a ſmooth Accent, and peculiar Addreſs, make 
Mb uſe of the Apothegme of the Wiſs Mag, 
Prov. 10. 19. In the Multitude of Words there anteth n 
Sin. For as her pious Soul was fully 
convinc'd, that the higheſt Pitch of human Wiſdom; 
and the moſt exalted Degree of Chriſtian attainable *Þ 
Perfection, was to endeavour with her utmoſt 'Might # 
to ſecure that everlaſting Intereſt Religion hath in: 
dented for: and conſequently as ſhe ſaw no Beauty; 
or Deſireableneſs, taſted no Sweetneſs, nor fourid a. 
ny Pleaſure in the Ways of Sin; ſo the Top of her 
Ambition was to chafe others into the ſame Thoughts, 
to inſpire them with the ſame heavenly Sentiment? 
but if the Diſepurſe was founded upon the Topicks of 
Religion, and manag'd with Gravity becoming ſofas 
cred a Subject, ſhe would difcover the greateſt Attèn- 
ton, and contribute her utmoſt to encourage, entliven; | 
and continue it. Aas de "ok | 
She was extremely courteons, obliging, and carl 
deſcending, to all Perſons of e A = 
Fortune; there never appear'd leſs of Loftineſs or 
* con- 
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domtemptubus Behavibur in any one. She was a Peri 
Ion of ftrifJaltice; rigid Temperance, «xtraordinaty 
Aty and Sincerity, of extenſtye / Charity, and 
© wonderful Candour ; had nothing in ter Oppobe to 
a g Temper; or repugnant toi the indear 
* of her Sex. She was ſuch à ſtrict Obſet vet 
the Precepts of the Goſpel, the Las of good Nw 
ture, and good Decorum, that ſhe was ſcares over 
heard in her Life to reflect on any one; which in this 
degenerate Age (wherein Uncharitableneſs, a pre- 
cipitant and cenſorious Judging, and the making Ad- 
ditions” and Epiſodes to imbelliſn Romantic Di- - © 
ſcourſe, ſeems to be ſo Epidemical à Diſeaſe)-is a « 
great Rarity. Envy, Pride, Malice, Lying and 
Slander, Revenge and Retaliation, and ſuch Tefin'd 
aud ſpiritual Wickedneſſes, her Soul did abominate. She 
uns fat from being of the Lemper of Multitudes, who 
ch they are infinitely out in their Accounts; whilſt b 
they value themſelves upon their fancy d perſonal Me- c 
rit; yet are ſo inebriated with their dw] Seletice, 
chat they dread the Thoughts of having any thing 
offer'd, chat would eclipſe the View of their moſt 
3D favourable ſide; that would unhinge their Tempers, 
diſturb and wound their Vanity: She always ſtady'd 
to know her own Failings, and to improve her Mind, 
and was never attentive to ſpy Occaſions of debaſing 
others; that by repreſenting their” dark ſides, 
her own Figure might appear the ſtronger: but 
being convinc'd that Sincerity was the very Ce- 
ment of civil Society, and a Lyar the Peſt of 
Conwerſation; ſhe would often, 'th6* in a ſoft and 
mild way, expreſs her Reſentment againſt the un- 
generous, brutiſh, and unpolite part of the World; who 
take Pleaſure in vilifying others; who act the villa- 
nous, deviliſh, and intolerable part, of adding to, de- 
fangling and impoiſoning what they have heard of 
their Neighbours ; and all in order, to laſh them wit 
unmerciful Calumnies'y and to draw them in ho 
Colours againſt Reaſon and Truth. Her 1 
2 0 | Jing, | 
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throughout her whole Life, was ſo peculiar, 
that her Reputation for it became an Adage amongſt 
many: She was fully convinod that the Tongue WW 
was given fora higher End, to honour God with, in 
praying and giving Praiſe co him: Herein fhe 2 = 
noble Pattern for thoſe to copy after, who cite | 
this deteſtable Trade; as well as thoſe who diſcover 
abundance of ill-natur'd Severity in their Animad- 
verſions upon the Faults of others; when at the ſame 
time they are ſtupid, and poſitively blind to theirown 
favourite Vioes. | | 75 
Her Reverence for God was ſo cordial and affectio- 
nate, that her pious Soul would be much diſturb'd, at 
the baſe Inſinuations, and wicked Suggeſtions of thoſe, 
(of whom there are too many in the World) who are ar- 
riv'd to ſuch a Degree of Demoniſm, as to fly in the Face 
of Religion and Vertue; as to banter it, and call it Pre- 
ciſeneſs, and needleſs Singularity. An Injury to her ſelf þ 
ſhe could eaſily paſs by; but an Affront to God rufl'd 
her Breaſt, and made her expreſs her great Regard,for 
the Honour of his Majeſty, by an immediate Reproof ; "WW 
which ſhe took care to temper with a moderate Pro- 
portion of Acrimony in the Sound; that they might 
be convinc'd ſhe was in earneſt ; but twas always WW 
without the leaſt Indecency in Expreſſion, that her | 
pious Deſign might not be fruſtrated. Her Reaſon 
and Faith were ſuch an Over-match for her Senſes, 
thatthe Example, Approbation and Applauſe of o- 
thers, or their Banter and Ridicule, could never bend 
her Principles, nor influence her into a Conformity 
with them, in things in which ſhe could by no 
means conform, and retain her Innocence: She was 
not aſham'd to be ſingular, when 'twas the way to be 
happy; nor afraid to go on, when Heaven was the 
Mark; but was inflexible in her Uprightneſs; and un- 
alterable in her Religious Purpoſes, and Practices. 
She was not diſtracted by different, and Rival Ends; 
but always tender of the Honour of God, of the Re: 
putation of others, and the Welfare of their —— 
uls 5 
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Souls; and ot the Peace of her own Mind, and fu⸗ | 
ure eternal Felicity. 7 a 
It wras not the leaſt bright Imbelliſhment of her 
Wharacer, that ſhe proportion'd her eſteem ta the 


Worth of Things; and always pac the greateſt ya». 


ue upon Things of the greatelt and the laſt Impors + 
ance. She had no Reliſh of thoſe Diverſions, an 
Entertainments, that impoveriſh the Intelle& z and 
arve the brave and. noble Powers of the Soul. She 
was never prodigal of her valuable Hours; did not 
pend them in light, vain, and frothy Diſcourſe; in 
mpertinent Viſits; in drawing up Bills of Aecuſati- 
dn, and Complaints againſt others; and in baſe Ar- 
ifce, and helliſh Intreigue to dilate, and propagate 


em: But ſuch a high prizer of Time was ſhe; and 


2 great Improver of it; that as tothe 7.50 
nds 


4 nd ſubſtantial Deſigns, and truly ſpiritual 


Wiving ; (within the ſpace of leſs than Thirty Years 

e livd much more Time than many do, whoſe 
;ives reach the longeſt Term of their appointed Dus. 
ztion ; are extended to Threeſcore Years and Ten, 


4 r Fourſcore. Whilſt the Breaſts of many are diſtra- 


Weed wich a multiplicity of Objects, and different 
XAims; with Deſires, and Views oppoſite to their 
ain and principal Buſineſs: The Favour, Love, and 
Friendſhip of God, was what ſhe ſeem d to value a+ 
Dove the whole World. By a firm Belief of, and fre- 
quent Meditation upon, the Joys that ſhall be re- 
eal'd ; ſhe had wrought her Soul into the moſt Chri- 
ſtian Indifferency to preſent Satisfations. *Twas a 
practical Principle with her, fo to live every Day, 
as that ſhe mighe be every Day ready to die, and wil- 
ling to die, and conſequenely die well; the only 
hing worth Living for. Her Thoughts and De- 
ires, Hopes and Expectations, ſeem'd to be entirely 
imploy'd about the Concernments of 2 Future State. 
Her Converſation always breath'd forth che Lane 
guage of the Royal P/almiſt: Whom baue I Heaven 
but thee? And there” is none _ Earth, thai I deſire" bee 


ſides 
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ſides thet ; which fully diſplay d the prevailing Com- 
plexion of her great Min. 

Her great Care to diſcharge the Duties that were 


incumbent on her, as a Daughter to a Father, a Si- 
ſter to a Brother, and Siſters, proceeded from a 


Religious Principle: Her Behaviour towards him, 
who under God was the original of her Being, was 
very ſubmiſſive and dutiful; ſhe was never ſeen to 
be wanting in Honour, Reverence, and Reſpect to 


him, in Words or Actions. Her Behaviour towards 


her Brother, and Siſters, was full of Love and Affe- 


ction, Kindneſs and Good- nature; if ſhe' ſaw any 
thing amiſs in their Conduct, ſhe would with great 
Tenderneſs, with true Grief, and moving Pity, ex- 


preſs her Concern for their real Intereſt! and future ? 


* 1 
on + 
_ 
* : 


Welfare; ſhe had obtain'd ſuch a compleat Victory over 
her Paſſions, that her averſion and hatred to Rudes 


- 
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neſs and Unkindneſs, to the ſaying or doing any 
Thing, that was in the leaſt degree harſh or exaſpe- 
rating, ſeem'd to have been wrought into the very 


Temper of her Soul: And as her Deportment to- 


wards them was obliging and reſpectful to the lait Wl 
Degree; ſo (as you muſt needs imagine) ſhe met 


with the higheſt reciprocal Returns from them. 


Her Carriage towards the Servants, in her Father's : ; 
Houſe, deſerves Imitation, ſne never treated them 
with Scorn and Contempt, nor purſu'd them with | 


—Contumely and Reproach ; but treated them, with 
all the Mercy, Civilicy, and Reſpect, that could be 


expected from her: As the Servants of this World, il 
have the fame Grace offer'd them, Souls that will 
live as long, and full as capable of Happineſs in Heas | 
ven as their Maſters ; ſo their Intereſt in that World, | 


was what ſhe principally endeavour'd to promote: 


How often! Have I heard her exhort them ro Hone: | 


fty and Juſtice, Truth and Faithfulneſs, ro Diligence 
and Induſtry ; there was nothing wanting on her 
Part, either of good Advice, or good Example, to 
make them Vertuous and Religious, 1 


1 
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: In many other Accompliſhments naturaf and ac- 
a juir'd, ſhe exceeded moſt of her Sex; and in them 
85 Wſhe was Inferiour to very few: But theſe coming not 
bo immediately within the Verge of Religion; and 
= becauſe they were Things that her Religious Soul fate 
Ts leaſt Value upon, I ſhall forbear to mention 
mem. | N SS , 
The Univerſal Cry, a better Woman never liv'd ; 
if ſhe is not Happy, no one is or will be; loudly-pro- 
Claims the High-rais'd Opinion you all had of her ele- 
vated Merit. The brighteft Things that ſtuff the 
brighteſt Characters, do not exceed her real worth. 
If I can ſay any thing more to perfume her Memory, 


x WF it muſt be this, that ſhe was an exact Copy of her 
75 8 moſt excellent Mother, whoſe great and bright Cha- 
= = rater, I have often heard with abundance of Plea- 
ig ſure, from an incomparably Pious, very judicious, 
and faithful Miniſter of the Goſpel *, now a Saint in 
„ WF Heaven. 0 
Vi Thus having thro'out the whole Courſe of her 
Life, had a firm and entire Diſpoſition of Mind, to 


pleaſe and ſerve God in all Things; and liv'd in the 
Holy, Humble, Heavenly, and Self-denying Imita- 
tion of a Crucity'd Saviour; and preferr'd Regulari- 
of Practice, Peace of Conſcience, the Favour of 
God, and Expectations beyond Death, before all ſub- 
lunary Things, and conſcquently made Reaſon and 
Conſcience her Friends; ſo upon her Death- bed, her 
vigorous Faith brighten'd her Proſpect, realiz d di- 
ſtant Glories, which enabl'd her to look Death in 
the Face, with-uncommon Bravery, and truly Chri- 
ſtian Gallantry of Soul. Tho' her Diſtemper, which: 
was the Small-Pox, was violent, attended with all 
the worſt Symptoms ; yet thro' the great Mercy of 
God, the Exercife of her Reaſon continu'd almott to 
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the laſt Moments of her Life: As ſhe took care to 
keep her Lamp trimm'd, and always burning, and to, 
leave nothing unfiniſh'd, that ſhe might ſhare in the. 
Priviledge, Honour, and Advantage of the wiſe Vir-, W 
gins ; ſo a little before her Exit, ſhe had ſuch fore- 
taſts of heayenly Joys, as enabled her to declare her 
great Aſſurance of future Happineſs, to give a dying, 
Aſſent to the Promiſes of the Goſpel. The attractive 
Force of thoſe Things, her Soul moſt earneſtly de- 
ſir d, and long'd for, increas'd in Proportion, as her. 
Diſtance from them decreas d: For the Pleaſure con- 
ſequent upon a juſt Reflection on a paſt, well-ſpent 
Life, is untainted, unalloy'd, noble and ſubſtancial, 
ſincere, ſteady and invincible, neither accompany'd 
with Shame, nor follow'd with uneaſineſs ; of this 
her Death was a remarkable Proof. If Youth, Beau- 
ty, good Senſe, or great Piety, could have deliver'd 
her from Sickneſs, and the Arreſt of Death, ſhe 
would now have added one to this Auditory : But 
God took her away in the Bloom of Life, full 
Tipe for the other World; as if her early and ſubſtantial 
Piety, could not be too ſoon exchang'd for an Eter- 
nal Weight of Glory. 

I might have further enlarg'd on her juſt Praiſes, 
without Cenſure, or the leaſt Suſpicion of Flattery, 
from you who had the Honour to be related to her, 
and from you who had the Happineſs to be acquain- 
ted with her; to whom, I appeal, as Authentick 
Witneſſes to the Truth of every Part of her Chara- 
Rer. I am perſwaded, that nothing but meer Igno- 
rance or Malice can accuſe me of Inſincerity: She had 
as few Failings and Imperfections as any of her Sex; 
was the leaſt ambitious of Praiſe, and the moſt un- 
wearicd to deſerve it. If a uniform Tenor of Acti- 
ons, and an indefatigable Proſecution of Duty, may 
be allow'd an irrefragable Proof of true Goodneſs and 
ſincere Piety ; I am fure, I may venture to ſay, with- - 
out the leaſt Intrenchment upon the Laws of Verity, 
that a better Chriſtian, a Woman of more refin'd and 
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of Mrs. Martha Michel. 5 
>xalted Vertue, has not exiſted. for many Ages: Fog 
in her Relation as a Chriſtian, there was nothing 
| anting that could give a Grace, or add any Beauty = . 
ber Actions. When you think of this excellent 
SP ccſon, the Words of Solomon, tho ſpoken of a Wo. 
in in another Relation than ſhe was ever in, viz. 
a Conjugal One, yer abſtracted from that Conſidera- 
ion, muſt needs often, preſent themſelves to your 
Thoughts; Many Daughters have done wertuouſly, but 
bon excelleſt them all; a Woman that feareth the Lord, 
be ſhall be prais'd. ed 

I ſhall now addreſs oo! to the Relations of the 
Deceasd, you have ſuſtain'd 2 great Loſs, one, a 
dutiful Daughter; the reſt, a beloved Siſter ; ſhe. hath 
Wuſtain'd none, ſhe hath overcome the Temptations, 
b at you may longer in this probationary World con- 
ia wichal; ſhe hath ſafely paſs'd that Change, 
herein you muſt throw your laſt caſt for an Eterni- 
y of extacick Pleaſures, or inexpreſſible Miſeries. 
She is taken from the Evil to come; I wiſh the black 
Ind ſcaring Proſpect of Things, did not afford too 
uch Reaſon, for an Argument of this Name; did 
Wot give too much Occaſion, to uſe the Words of the 

Prophet Jeremiah, Weep not for the Dead, but weep fon 
him that goeth forth and eſcapeth Neath. She is deliver d 
ot only from ſuch a melancholy Proſpe&, not only 
rom this dark, troubleſome, and miſerable World; 
but from all danger of Suffering. If an intercourſe 
ich her was attainable, the Language you would 
ave from her, would be tantamount to that of our 
daviour's, juſt before his Crucifixion, to ſilence the 
amentations of the Daughters of Jeruſalem, Jeep not 
or-me, but weep for your el ves. | | | 

As her Life was adorn'd with the admirable Come- 
ineſs and Beauty of Grace and Vertue; as ſhe was 
dne that cared for the Things of the Lord, that ſhe 
ight be Holy both in Body and Spirit, and did the 
ill. of God from the Heart; ſo her Death was the 
quitting a State of Temptation, Diſturbance, ani 
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' Falſhood, the ſhaking off of a Burden, and the ac- 
compliſhment of all her Deſires, a departure unto her 
God, a paſſage to that World, where ſhe is able to 
maintain her Ground, to ſecure her Satisfaction, and 
will never die more: For I do not in the leaſt doubt: 
but that her Meekneſs, Humility, Juſtice, Charity, 
undiſſembled, unaffected Piety and Godlineſs, and 
all the other Graces and Vertues, with which her 
eminently religious Soul was beautify'd and adorn'd, 
furvive her Death, and have accompany'd her into 
the yonder glorious World. Bleſſed are the Dead whith 
die in the Lord, for their Works do follow them ; which 
ſhould dry up the Flood of Tears, filence all murmu- 
ring Thoughts, calm your Paſſions, and make them 
ſmooth and regular. Tis in reality a Soliciſm of 
Friendſhip too much to regret the Death of ſuch a 

ious Perſon, who made it her Buſineſs to get a Ma- 

ery and Conqueſt over this World, to baffle its 
Temptations, and deſpiſe its Flatteries ; when by it 
ſhe is remov'd to the other World ; where ſhe is en- 
tirely deliver'd from all the Fears, Sorrows, and 
Temptations of this, where ſhe that took ſo much de- 
light in ſinging Praiſes upon Earth, now bears a part 
in the melodious and tranſporting Hallelujahs of the 
Cæleſtial Choriſters, and the other glorious Services 
of the Heavenly Court; and is full of Delight, and 
made to drink of the Rivers of Pleaſure that flow at 
God's Right Hand for evermore. Her deſir'd Re- 
poſe, perfect Reſt, and inconceivable Happineſs, 
ſhould not be your Sorrow and Uneaſineſs. Could 
you but look into Heaven, ſurvey the Glories, and 
take a diſtin view of the Power, Purity, Beauty, 
Reſt, Praiſe, and all the raviſhing Employments, 
and innumerable Joys, of the Souls that are immorta- 
liz d there, you would not regret her Departure, be 
uneaſie at her great Happineſs. 

I am not pleading for a Stoical Apathy, which is 
inhumane, and in ſome Meaſure impracticable ; for 
the Diſpoſition that God hath implanted in us, ſeems 
APTN! to 
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to require a moderate well: proportion'd Sorrow; but 
do's not allow of 4ny Impeachment of his Wiſlom, 
or proud inquiry into the Juſtice of his Proceedings; 
it being not the Province of ſnort · ſighted Mortals: 
Religious Aaron, when he ſuſtain d the loſs of two 
Sons, held his Peace. Tis your Duty, to do Honour 
to the Infinite Wiſdom of the great God, by a chear- 
ful Compliance with his diſciplining, as well as ſmi- 
ling Providences. Endeavour to get your Affections 
mortify d to viſible Objects, to conceive juſt Ideas of 
your Heavenly Father's Ends and Deſigns in all his 
afflictive Diſpenſations; and to get your Souls poſ- 
ſeſs'd with even ſpiritual Tempers in all the Revolu- 
tions of Providence. You mult part with your near- 
eſt and deareſt Relations, and Friends, or they with 
you; which ſhould engage you in all Circumſtances 
and Conditions of Life, to endeavour after an Inte- 
reſt in the Favour of that God, who if you are not 
wanting in your Duty to him, is diſpos'd to make up 
the Loſs, by being your Guide and Guardian, your 
Portion, firm and everlaſting Friend. One Loſs or 
Affliction, is very often a Preface to another, if not 
rightly improv d; if a Sorrow for the ba, do's 
not produce a godly Sorrow for Sin: prove 
ment therefore that you ſhould make of this ſevere 
Stroke, and the return you ſhould make to Heaven, 
is frequently to reflect upon her Life; often to re- 
member how careful ſhe was to avoid the Paths of 
the Wicked, to refrain her Feet from the Ways of 
Sinners, and what a noble and juſt Concern, ſhe 
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bleſs God for his diſtinguiſning Grace towards her; 
and to take Chriſt for your Saviour, to depend ſolely 
upon his Atonement, for Pardon, Divine Accep- 
tance, Juſtification, and Eternal Life, to relie on 
the Promiſes of the Goſpel, to follo the Conduct 
of the good Spirit of God, to make Religion the 
principal Aim of your Thoughts and 1 
and Heaven your End, as ſhe did. I heartily las 
875 ; "= 
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did always manifeſt for her Eternal Intereſt; and to 
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and pray, that the juſt Reliſn, which you all now 
ſeem to have of the great Bleſſing you had in hep 
Company upon Earth, may enable you to improys 
her Death, to tread in her Steps, and imitate her holy 
Example, to follow her as ſhe was a Follower of the: 
bleſſed Jeſus: then the preſent Affliction will become 
a great Bleſſing; then you will enjoy the Tranquilis / 
ty ſhe did, and your Souls will be impregnated with 
all thoſe Graces, that are neceſſary to convey you ta 
that enraviſhing State ſhe is gone before to poſſeſs: 
Then in a little, a very little time, you will ſee her to 
infinitely better Advantage than ever you did, when 
you convers'd together in this Vale of Tears. To has 
ſten to a Concluſion. 8 | 
She that was younger than many of us, and ac» 
cording to a human Proſpect, might have liv d much 
longer; is already lodg'd in the Charnel-Houſe ; 
and 'twill not be long before our Eyes will be 
ſhut, and Funeral Obſequies ſolemniz d. We who 
are now canton'd amongſt the Living, may ſome of 
us before another Day increaſe the Number of the 
Dead. Ap Alteration in the Spring of the Air, by 
too gre&ACondenſation, or Relaxation of it, has a 
fatal Influence on the Conſtitutions of ſome Perſons; 
or many Diſeaſes may now be lodg'd in the Maſs of 
Blood, which after a few Circulations more, may 
terminate in the Separation of Soul and Body : for we 
are Tenants at the Will and Pleaſure of a Lapocibar 
Power ; and are uncertain when the King of Terrors 
inveſted with an Authority by a Commiſſion from a- 
bove, ſhall diſpatch us out of this World, and ſend us 
to our everlaſting Home. The beſt Improvement 
that we can make of her Death, isto tranſcribe in our 
Lives the Vertues that were ſo conſpicuous in hers ; 
and to prepare to follow. God grant, that this un- 
common Inſtance of early and ſubſtantial Piety, ex- 
emplary Life, and comfortable Death, may make the 
deepeſt Impreſſion upon all our Minds, may have a 
laſting Influence over our Converſations ; may cre- 
ate 


in ein us the greateſt Reſentment a 
worse Cauſe of the Miſeries — Life, and an 
Deteſtacion 


Wpncil'd toit any more in our future 
ire a due Senſe of the Shottneſs and Uncertainty 
te may convince us of the Vanity 


after the Enjoyment of him, may animate 
5 with a becoming Aﬀliduity, and aflift our Endea · 
in all nece — to follow: In or: 
rd bw pour ern er great Zeal for Reli her 
ind Meekneſs and Humiliey, great Indi cy to 
periſhing Concerns of the World, entire Submiſ- 
0 a 0e d Will of God,and univerſal Charity. Frank 
ne the Honour of your religious Services — 
M0 God, asſhe did; and endeavour to be like her in 
paſtancy and Perſeverance in che Service of your 
Haker "Think not that a few faint Aer lan- 


iſhing Defires, or that an expiring genes or wt 
action of Soul, will be — to appeaſe the 
Vrach of a highly incens d God: alas! there are too 


ny, that buoy up themſelves with ſuch unagcoun- 
able Thoughts of Religion; which is a plain Indica- 
jon that they know not ow Power of God's Anger: 
or according to bis Fear, ſo is bis Wrath, Trifle not a» 
ay thoſe Hours that are ſo precious in themſelves, 

ſo ſwift in their Motion: the Uncertainty of 
ime and the vaſt Importance of the Work of a 
ariſtian, is enough to fill up every Argument for the 
edemption of it, with the _— Flame, and the 
left Energy. Live no: _——— reſt of your time to the 
fts of Men; hut to the Will of God. Seek the Lovd while 
may be found ; call ye upon bim while be is mar. La 
be wicke forſake bis way, and the unrighteous Man his 
boug hes: une ag > ance unto the 8 
ave | Mercy win bim, to oar God, for abun⸗· 
2 Adder froms the 
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and Abhorrence of it; and may fix in 


ar Breafts the firmeſt Reſolutions of not being re- 


1 
of our bloom- 
g Hopes, may y raiſe our Love to God, may quicken - 


place them on thol Riches and -Pleaſures, 
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Which no Caſualty, no Turn of Providence; nor 
Death it ſelf can ever deprive you of. Let Ma 
no Opportunity for the ſettling that Account hi 
doth ſo infinitely concern you, even the Account of 
your immortal Souls. Maintain that due Strictneſg, 
and exact Care over your Lives, which the pure and 
holy Religion you profeſs requires. Be prevail'd on; 
not to cheriſh any thing that militates againſt the ho- 
ly Motions, benign Viſits, and bleſſed Operations of 
the good Spirit of God. Don't ſooth your ſelves with 
the extravagant Hopes of reaping the Fruits of eternal 
Life, without Purity of Heart, and true univerſal 
Holineſs. Be not careleſs of your Salvation; but re- 
preſent things to your Souls in ſuch a View, as they 
will appear to you at laſt. Live not any longer in a 
Condition that you would be unwilling to die in; 
that will render you unprepar d to give up yqur Ac- 
counts to God. Live in the time of Health and 
Strength, a Life of Reaſon, Religion, and Vertue, 
that you may be in a conſtant and habitual Preparati- 
on for Death; that you may keep your ſelves un- 
tainted by thoſe Crimes, free from thoſe Follies, and 
Extravagancies, which you would abhor to be found 
in, at the Winding up of Life; that your Souls may 
be waſh'd, ſanctify d, and juſtify'd by the Spirit of 
the living God: that ar Death you may have Confi- 
dence towards him, may have nothing to damp or 
allay your glorious Hope. Think often upon her 
Removal; follow the brave Example ſhe gave the 
World; then you will read more, pray oft ner, and 


live better. 10 
In ſine, what remains, but that we entertain our 


ſelves with ſuch frequent Conſiderations of our Diſſo- 
lution, as may by the Co-operation of the holy Spi- 
rit determine us to chooſe for our principal Happineſs, 
the Enjoyment of God in Heaven, and the Poſſeſſion 
of thole Manſions our dear Saviour the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt is gone before to prepare for us; if we ſincerely 
Ty love and obey him, and perform all the Duties of the 


# 
4 
g * 
* 
i 
„ 
[ \ y 4 
n A . 
7 _ 
: 
[| 
! 
7 
, = 
9 
F p : 
. 
1 U : 
4 I 
19 
6 I 
Ly 
1 
Fs 
tk . 
4 
N i 
: 
4 j - 
 B 
4 
j 4 
5 1 
* 
1 
1 
j - 
f 
\ 
f F 
34 
4 1.72 - 
4 8 
; 
4 
[ 
'T 
o 
q : 
K 
1 
? . 
1 
' L 
7 [ / 
4 
* 1 
1 
j * 
Li 
o 
\! i 4 
0 : = 
1 : 
l oj 
. 
j [| 
* 1 F - 
is . 
: = 
\ „ 
} 1 p 
- lis „ 
g 
12 8 
ms 
+ .08 l 
I. 4 
1% 1 1 
i 4 - 
5 
= 7 6 
971 
* by 
. 1 
0 * 
M4 
1 . 
. . 
* 
1 1 
1 q 
Wa: 
T 4 
* ' & - 
| LI. / 
\ U * 7 
F U 1 
F . 
1 
r 
1 
| 4 : 
: b - * 
% # ©» 
*. "Ft 
4 ö 
9 * 
[1 * * 
1 . 
vl FN 


23 


= — — 
1 — 4 h 2 —— 
=; T = - — . > — 
— — 
ro 
* 
7 


* * 0 
Ts «PF % 


Is - B — * Wee — ve — "OP ks 
ef Mrs. Martha Michel. 51 | 
or | pifricutar Places, Capacities, ahd Reliions, WAKER, 
ip | divine Providence hath plac d us; ami if we employ. 
na all thoſe Powers we are entruſted with, to. all thoſe 
of wiſe Ends and Purpoſes, for which they werę a 
ſs 
nd 
n, 


ſign'd us, maugre all the Luſtings of the Fleſh 4 | 
| Flatteries and Frowns of this evil World, and 74 12 
| lufiveSolicitationsof our grand Adverſary the Devil; 
o- till by God's Pleaſure our Souls are diſlodg'd from 
of | theſe Receptagles of Clay, remoy'd from the Toils 
th ll and Vexations of this Life; Dep at che laſt deciding, 
ial but happy Hour, our Souls will be receiv'd under a 
ſal Guard of Angels, convoy d thro the Regions of the 
e- | Air, and have a happy Admiſſion vouchſaf d them in- 
ey to that Place, where the Honour of the everlaſting 7 
12 am dwells, and welcom'd into the Company of ChE. 
n; rubims and Seraphims, Angels, Prophets, Apoſtles, 
c- and the noble Army of Martyrs, and all the great 
nd and benevolent Spirits that are there; who are gteat 
ie, | without Haughtineſs, kind without dark Views, or 
ti- mercenary, Deſigns; then our Souls will be put into a 
n- full and perfect Liberty of purſuing their natural Aims 
nd and Deſires; and will be ſwallow'd up in the greateſt + 
nd | Tranſports, and higheſt Extaſies of Complacency and 
ay Delight; and will expatiate in the raviſhing Praiſes of 
of the moſt gracious God, and moſt. beneficent Redee- 
fi- mer; and with inexpreſſible Ardour, unkn 
or Strength, and Flights, of pure and unmix d Adorati- 
er on and Joy, will celebrate the Riches of divine Love 
he for ever. Oh! that Men were wiſe, that they would think 
ad upon theſe things ; that they would confider their latter End; 
For bleſſed are thoſe, whom the Lord, when be comath 


ur ſhall find ſo doing. #9; 
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